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A new and intercefing ACCOUNT of PENNSYLVANIA. 


[From A View of the United States of America, by Tench Coxe, 
Commiflioner of the Revenue, at Philadelphia. ] 


HE ftate of Pennfylvania is an oblong 156 miles wide 
from north to fouth, by about 299 miles in length from 

eaft to weft. On the eaft of it lies the Delaware river, divid- 
ing it from Weft-Jerfey and New- York ; onthe north News 
York, and a territory of about 200,000 acres on Lake Erie, 
which Pennfylvania purchafed of Congrefs. On the north- 
weft lies Lake Erie, on which it has a confiderable front and a 
good port, lying within the purchafe from Congrefs. On the 
wett are the new lands called the weftern territory, and a part 
of Virginia. On the fouth lie another part of Virginia, Mae 
ryland, and the ftate of Delaware. The contents of Pennfyl- 
vania are about 29 millions of acres, including the Lake Erie 
territory. It lies between 39, 43, and 42 of north latitude. 
The bay and river of Delaware are navigable from the fea up to 
the great falls at Trenton, and have a light-houfe, buoys, and 
piers, for the direction and fafety of fhips. On this river are the 
{mall towns of Chelter and Briftol, and the cit of Philadelphia, 
which is the capital of the ftate, and bv much the largeft and 
mott populous fea port and manufacturing town in the United 
States, The diftacce of this city from the fea, is about 60 
miles acrofs the land to the New-Jerfey coaft, and 120 miles 
by the fhip-channel of the Delaware. A 70 gun thip may 
lie before the town, and at many of the wharfs, which occupy 
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the whole eaft front of the city for near two miles, affording 
every veficl an opportunity of unlading and lading without the 
expence of lighterage. Rafts of mafts, timber, boards, hoops, 
and ftaves, wi ith other articles upon them, can be brought down 
the Delaware from the counties of Montgomery and Ortfego, 
in New York, 200 miles above the city, by the courfe of the 
river, Some money was expended by the government and 
landholders, in improving the navigation up toward the fource, 
before the revolution; and there has been a furvey lately bee 
gun, for the purpofe of proceeding in the improvement of this 
and other principal rivers of Pennfylvania, and for making 
communications by canals in the improved part, and by roads 
in the unimproved part of the ftate. The Pennfylvanians are 
much inclined to fuch enterprizes, having found great benefit 
from them. On the completion of the prefent plan, the ftate 
will be more conveniently interfe€ted by roads than any other 
of its fize in the union, which will greatly facilitate the fettle- 
ment of its new lands. A flight view of the map will fhew 
how adventegeoully this ftate is watered by the Delaware and 
its bzanches, the Schuylkill, the Juniata, the Sufquebanna and 
its branches, the Ohio, Allegeny, Youghiogeny, and Monoga- 
hela. The Potomac and Lake Erie alio afford {profpects of 
confiderable benefit from their navigations, Nature has done 
much for Pennfylvania in regard to inland water-carriage 5 
which is ftrikingly exemplified by this fact, that although Phi- 
ladelphia and Lake Erie are diftant from each other above 300 
miles, there is no doubt that the rivers of the ftate may be fo 
improved, ¢ as to reduce the land carriage between them nine- 
tenths. Inthe fame way the navigation to Pittfburg, after due 
improvement, may be ufed inftead of land carriage, for the 
whole diftanc ey €2 ccept twenty or thirty miles. By thefe routes 
it is clear, that a inrge proportion of the foreign articles, ufed 
will be tranfported ; and that their furs, 
0t-a ib, and other valuable commo- 
dities, may be brought to Philadelphia. The hemp and oak 
timber for the Ruflian navy is tran fported by inland navigation 
1,200 miles; and yet hemp is thipped from that kingdom on 
Jower terms than from any other part of the world. Ruffia, 
fettlement of Pennflylvania by civilized 
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In the laft three years more public funds and private capital 
have been applied to the improvement of roads and rivers, and 
the cutting of canals, than in all the time between the year 
1790 and the firft fettlement of the ftate. A.D. 1793. 

The produce, manufactures, and exports of Penntylvania, 
are very many and various, viz. wheat, flour, midlings, fhip- 
ftuff, bran, dhorts, fhip-bread, white water bifcuit, rye, rye 
flour, Indian corn or maize, Indian meal, buckwheat, buck- 
wheat meal, bar and pig iron, fteel, nail rods, nails, iron hoops, 
rolled iron tire, gun-powder*, cannon ball, iron cannon, muf= 
quets, fhips, boats, oars, hand-fpikes, mafts, {pars, fhip-timber, 
fhip-blocks, cordage, {quare timber, fcantling, plank, board, 
ftaves, headings, fhingles, wooden hoops, tanner’s bark, cora 
fans, cooper’s ware, bricks, coarfe earthen or potter’s ware, a 
very little ftone ware, glue, parchment, thoes, boots, fole lea- 
ther, upper leather ; drefled deer and theep fkins, and gloves and 
garments thereof ; fine hats, many common, and a few coarle; 
thread, cotton, worfted, and yarn hofiery ; writing, wrapping, 
blotting, fheathing, and hanging paper; ftationary, playing 
cards, pafteboards, books; wares of brafs, pewter, lead, tin- 
plate, copper, filver and gold; clocks and watches, mufical in- 
ftruments, Inuff, manufaétured tobacco, chocolate, muftard- 
feed and muftard, flaxfeed, flaxfeed oil, flax, hemp, wool, wool 
and cotton cards, pickled beef, pork, fhad, herrings, tongues 
and fturgeons, hams and other bacca, tallow, hog’s lard, butter, 
cheele, candles, foap, bees-wax, loaf-fugar, pot and pearl afhes, 
rum and other fpirits, beer, porter, hops, winter and fummer 
barley, oats, fpelts, onions, potatoes, turnips, cabbages, carrots, 
parfnips, red and white clover, timothy, and moft European 
vegetables and grafles, apples, peaches, plums, pears, apricots, 
grapes, both native and imported, and other European fruits, 
working and pleafurable carriages, horfes, horned cattle, fheep, 
hogs, wood for cabinet-makers, lime-ftone, coal, free-{tone, 
and marble. 

Some of thefe produions are fine, fome indifferent. Some 
of the manufa‘tures are confiderable, for a young country, 
circumftanced as this has been; fome inconfiderable; But 
they are enumerated, to fhew the general nature of the {tate, 
and the various purfuits of the inhabitants. In addition to 
them we may mention, that a lead mine and two or three falt- 
{prings have been difcovered in our new country; which, no 


4D2 doubt 
* Itis faid there are at this time near 50,000 quarter cafks of 
gunpowder in the Philadelphia magazine, manufactured in the 


tate of Pennfylvania, A. D. 1792. 








484. THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


doubt will be worked, as foon as the demand for lead and falt 
to the weftward increafes. We ought alfo to notice our great 
foreft for making pot afhes and glafs, 

The manufactures of Pennfylvania have increafed exceed 
ingly within a few years, as wel! by mafter-workmen and jours 
neymen from abroad, as by the increafed {kill and induftry of 
our own citizens, Houfehold or family manufaCures have 
greatly advanced; and valuable acquifitions have been made 
of implements and machinery to fave labour, cither imported 
or invented in the United States. The hand machines for 
carding and {pinning cotton have been introduced by foreign 
ers, and improved; but we have obtained the water mill for 
{pinning cotton, and a water mill for flax, which is applicable 
alfo tof{pinning hemp and wool. Thefe machines promife us 
an early increafe of the cotton, linen, and hempen branches, 
and mutt be of very great fervice in the woollen branch. Ad- 
ditional employment for weavers, dyers, bleachers, and qther 
manufacturers muft be the confequence. Paper-mills, gun- 
powder-mills, fteel-work, rolling and flitting mills, printing 
figured goods of paper, linen, and even of cotton, coach 
making, book printing, and feveral other branches, are won- 
derfully advanced: And every month feems to extend our 
old manufactures, or to introduce new ones, 

The advancement of the agriculture of Pennfylvania is the 
beft proof that can be given of the comfort and happinels it 
affords to its farming, manufacturing, and trading citizens. Tn 
the year 1786, our exports of flour were 150,000 barrels; In 
1787, they were 202,000 barrels: In 1788, they were 220,000 
barrels: And in 1789, they were 369,000 barrels: Which 
exceed any exports ever made in the times of the province, or 
in the times of the commonwealth. 

The exports of flour in the year 1792 from Philadelphia 
amounted to above 420,000 barrels, and in the {pring quarter 
of 1793 it exceeded 200,000 barrels. 





The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE, 
(Continued from Page 465.) 
— paffenger now offered the Captain 500 louis-d’ors 
todrown me ; the Captain was then much intoxicated, 


and made the following anfwer, which is truly characteriftic of 
afailor; 
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afailor: * The Devil himfelf will be offended if you makea 
murderer of a drunken man. It is a large fum—500 louise 
d’ors. Herehave I been beating o}d Davy for thefe ten years 
—I‘am a Scotchman, my dear fhip’s name is the Highland. 
Queen ; no man fhall ftretch out his hand at the day of judges 
ment, and fay to me, Captain Murray, you turned me out of 
life; no, no, my—lI fay, Sir !—My vefiel—my little Highland- 
Queen, fhall not be followed up the Streights by a ghoit.”” 

«“ A ghoft! Captain Murray !—for God’s fake is your. vefs 
fel haunted? Lord have mercy upon me!” 

“ The Devil help you, hiccup !—you are a pretty fellow to 
drown aman, I tell you, you coward! the prifoner’s fpirit 
would fit all night fhrieking in the rigging ; nay, I thould not 
wonder if he flew over the tide with you in a flaih of fire.” 

sc T was never at fea before !” 

“¢ Then you never faw our great water-ferpents, who come 
up inthe night and {pit bluc flame in our throuds when we’ve 
got avillainin the fhip.— Blue, yellow, red, green, ail the colours 
of the rainbow burn round us till the crew kneel down, fay the 
Lord’s Prayer, and tumble the wretch plump into the deep— 
hiccup—give me the other glals, and I thal] be up to any rigg.” 

« Sir! Sir!” and the poor gentleman panted for breats) 
“¢ T’ll give you the fum of money, if you will do the bafinefs 
without my knowledge of it.—T o be ture 1 was fent on board 
to fee it done, and was afterward to be put on fhore at Cartha- 
gena, from whence I was to return to Marfeilles—but you 
can doit without me.” 

s¢ But not without the 500 louis-d’ors.” 

“« No, Captain—here they are.” 

“ Agreed,” faid the Captain, aid took up the moncy, * fo 
that I am afraid you will lie by fooner than you expected. 

had a mind not to tell you all this, but, if any preparation 
can be made fora long voyage we feamen like to make it.” 

Jemmy left me to reflection; I had no worldly riches to 
bequeath; my ideal form, | believed, would long be preferved 
by Emily, and I jamented in fympathy with my unhappy pa- 
rents—All partial formation muift diffolve, though the great 
fyitem of nature fhall eterally renovatee Am 1 not, in the 
grave, the undoubted property of God ? 

Arrived at this height of refignation, I fupported a fufpenfe 
of three wecks rolling on the fea. The fight of land at laft 
was proclaimed by one of the crew; and that night, when all 
was itill, except the watch upon deck, the Captain came to 
me, accompanied only by Jemmy, and fternly ordered me to 
be 
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be ftripped. Poor Jemmy relufantly obeyed, without fpeak- 
ing, but the filent tear that fell on my cheek as he ftooped to 
unbind me was full of pity. 

“ Wrap fomething round him, and ftow him away,” faid the 
Captain, “ Iet none of the crew know where he is while 
Monfieur Cregney is on board.”— 

“ God blefs you, Sir!” replied Jemmy, in a tranfport of 
pleafure— I was afraid, Sir, you were going to order me to 
throw him over-board.” 

«¢ And what difference to you if I had ?—” 

The Captain crept to his cabin: I was directed to lie clofely 
behind a large coil of cable, and Jemmy covered me with 
fome of the fails. My only fear now was of {uffocation from 
foulnefs of air; however, my chance of life was much greater 
than it had been yefterday. 

There is a pith, in fome men, hard to be gotat. It feems to 
peep upon us like a fudden light, and fhut up again: The 
manner in which this Captain conducted himfelf was fingular, 
and there is wondrous energy in natural eccentricity. I wifhed 
to be acquainted with the mind of this man; but circum- 
ftances would not agree to it.—We were three days making 
Jand, during which Jemmy never brought me any refrefhment 
but at midnight, when our anchor was caft. I was not re- 
lieved for the {pace of a week: The happy moment came ! 
Monfieur Cregney, I was informed, had been fhewn the bed 
clothes in which I had been bound on the night when forcibly 
torn from the convent ; had reccived a written certificate of 
my death, and was gone on fhore in order to return to France. 
With a {miling countenance, Jemmy led me to the Captain’s 
cabin ; I bowed as I entered, he took me by the hand, his heart 
fwelled ; but he ftubbornly broke the figh in its utterance— 
“ Cheerily lad ! Thad fome work to fave you, take this purfe 
that was to have made a villain of Captain Murray, and never 
feel becalmed whilft the winds fill one honeft man’s {ail.”’ 

“ Keep your purie, Captain, as the reward of humanity.” 

“ No; youare buta fmuggled commodity at beft ; I could 
not buy you into breathing ; I would not purchafe you as a 
non-entity, and the 500 louis-d’ors may make you a valuable 
purchale to fome bonny laffie.” 

“ Do you know who I am ?” 

“ No; nordolI care!” 

s¢ ‘Will you, or can you, without violating your honour, in- 
form me by whofe contrivance I was fent on board your vef- 
fe] 2° — 
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«© By the contrivance of a young Lord, who has paid me 
50 livres per diern for two weeks paft, on condition of my 
laying off fhore to receive you. He told me that the King 
had given his fanction to your death, but that I might make 
money of you after palling the Streights. Monfieur Cregney, 
however, has enlarged on my firft compliance, and fhewed me 
an order for your deathh—Monfieur Cregney believes you are 
dead, and is upon returning to Marfeilles full of that belief. 
Go ;—be careful of yourfelf—I muft purfue my voyage—and 
think fometimes of Captain Murray.” 

To Jemmy I prefented too of the louis-d’ors ; his civility 
had attached me to him; he {wore they fhould all be bundled 
hone to his mother and fifters; and if rough virtue has a 
charm, | furely might be allowed to part reluctantly from this 
young man, 

Captain Murray, as we ftood on the fhore embraced me, 
and with honeft warmth breathed a farewell. ‘ The billows 
of life,” (faid he) * you fee, muft be ftubbornly braved 5 
we are foon wrecked in a crazy bottom: A good heart is the 
beft pilot ina ftorm; and if Monfieur Cregney has a heart 
like mine, he may call on Heaven foritscare. If he has not, 
may he never find founding even in harbour !—I may never 
meet you more !—but, were you to fee me finking, I know 
you would venture far to hold up Captain Murray,—” 

His heart heaved—he fhook me by the hand, preffed it be- 
tween his own; and after looking in my face filently for a 
moment, broke away, faying—“ God blefs you !”— 

Captain Murray was older than me; he knew more of the 
world; and of the moments of feparation.—I ftaggered 
fpcechiefs as he left me, following him with my eyes. He 
looked back and waved his handkerchief towards an adjacent 
inn, wiped his cheek, and went on board.—I never faw him 
fince. 

And now was I left to look around me ;_ no friend to whom 
I could unbofom my cares, though my heart washeavy. [how- 
ever foon collected my fcattered ideas; and, by the ftrength 
of my jadgement, forced them to obey collateral circumftance. 
To the inn I withdrew, fat myfelf down in a private room, and 
ftrove to meditate on future plans. The mot pleafing refolve 
I could form, was to return to France and feek thofe obje&s 
from whom I had been tora. I might go back—lI could not 
look forward to happinefs. Captain Murray had, on my bes 
ing releafed from confinement, ordered me to be cloathed in 
one of his fuits, conlilting of a fine cotton fhirt, red jacket, 
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and white callico trowfers ; fo difinterefted was this benevo- 
lent tar! L could offer him nothing—he had given me all, 
The only return I made was a note, which I unobferved flipped 
into his pocket, informing him of my name, quality, and con-= 
neGtions. I did not this from motives of defpicable vanity, 
but I thought if ever we met again I might claim his friendfhip 
from that rich fource of obligation he opened on my grateful 
foul. At the inn, I enquired for a veffel bound for France, 
and was informed that an American brig was then waiting for 
freight and paflengers, and that her Captain lived in the ftreet 
of Saint Denis, which was but a third ftreet from the inn, 
I made no delay ; haftened to the houfe, met with the Captain, 
and agreed to lodge with him till his veffel fhould fail, Thus 
did Heaven feem once more propitious to my fortunes. In 
reading, writing, and diverting myfelf with the Captain’s fa- 
mily (which confifted of a fenfible mother and three lovely 
girls) I paffed my hours—Domeftic peace was here—placid 
manner, chearfulnefs flowing from a felf-corrected mind, and 
a continued equanimity of temper in this charming wife, taught 
her hufband to adore her, and made her children afhamed of 
imperfection. ‘ Such happinefs,” faid I with a figh, “ would 
Emily have diffufed around her !’—Sometimes 1 would ftroll 
down to the veflel, throw my cyes over the fea, and chide the 
contrary winds: It was tono purpofe ; I could not command 
circumftances to obey my will. 


(To be continued.) 





New and curious Particulars of the Cuficms and Man- 
ners of the Chinefe. 


[From a Supplementary Chapter to Mr. Anderfon’s Narrative, 
written by Captain Mackintofh, of the Hindooftan Eaft India- 
man, who at the Period of the Embafly, was employed in its 
Service, in afdifferent Part of the Country.”] 


O give an accurate defer tiption of the marriage cere- 
mony in China, is to do little more than to re; ly to the 
Abbé Grofier, whofe account of the Chinefe nuptials, as well 
as many other of the cuftems, is, altogether, erroncous.— 
The Abbé fays, “ On the day appoint 4. for the ceremony, 
the bride is firit placed in an enclofed chair, or palanquin, when 
all the articles that compote her portion are borne before and 
bebind her by different perfons of both fexes, while others 
0 furround 















































1eVO~ 
> all. 
pped 
cons 
nity, 
ifhip 
teful 
nce, 
for 
reet 
inn, 
ain, 
bus 
In 
fa- 
ely 
cid 
ind 
xhe 
of 
ald 
oll 
he 


i 


nd 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 489 


furround her, carrying flambeaux, even in the middle of the 
day.” The marriage ceremony, which I faw at Macao, had 
little in common with this defeription, but thepalanquin. The 
bride, feated in that ,machine, was preceded by mufic, and 
enfigns of various colours were borne by men both before and 
in the rear of the proceffion, which confifted principally of the 
relatives of the bride and bridegroom, who efcort her to the 
houfe of her hufband, where a feaft is prepared, and the day is 
paffed in mirth and feftivity. Nor is the evening concluded 
with thofe abfurd cercmonies, with which the Abbé Grolier, 
and other authors, have ridiculoufly encumbered the confum- 
mation of a Chinefe wedding. 

The idea which he and others have propagated of the rigid 
confinement of the Chinefe women, is equally void of truth. 
In different parts of ‘that extenfive country, different cuttoms 
may prevail; and the power of hufbands over their wives may 
be fuch as to render them mafters of their liberty, which they 
may exercife, with feverity, if circumftances fiould, at any 
time, fuggeft the neceflity of fuch a meafure, or caprice fancy 
it: But I do not hefitate to affert, that women, in general, have 
a reafonable portion of liberty in China ; and that there is the 
fame communication and focial intercourfe with women, which 
in Europe is confidered asa principal charm of focial life. 

The Abbé has alfo aflerted, with equal ignorance of the 
country, whofe hiftorian he pretends to be, that mafters are 
defirous of promoting marriage among their flaves, in order 
to increafe the number of them, as the children are born to in» 
herit the lot of their parents. This is a mere fable, as there are 
no fuch clafs of people as flaves in the Chinefe empire. They 
cannot import flaves in their own veflels, which are never em= 
ployed but in their domeftic commerce; and he muft be af= 
flicted with the moft credulous ignorance, who believes that 
they import them in foreign bottoms. If, therefore, there are 
any flaves in China, they mutt be natives of the country; and 
among them, it is well known, that there is no clafs of people 
who are in that degrading fituation. 

Certain clafles of criminals are punifhed with fervitude for 
a {tated period, or for life, according to the nature of their of- 
fences ; and they are employed in the more laborious parts of 
public works. But if this is flavery, the unhappy convicts, 
who heave ballaft on the Thames, are flaves. There is a cufe 
tom, indeed, in China, refpecting this clafs of criminals, that 
does not prevail in England, which is, their being hired for any 
fervice the "y are Ca ipable of performing ; and this frequently 


Vor, XXV, 645. 4 E happens, 




















































490 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


happens, as thefe convicts may be had at a cheaper rate than 
ordinary labourers, This regulation, however, has one good 
effet, that it exonerates government from the expence of 
maintaining fuch unhappy perfons, without leflening the rigour 
or difgrace of the punifhment, But I re-affert that flavery, by 
which I mean the power which one man obtains over another, 
by purchafe, or inheritance, as in our Weft India iflands, is 
not known in China. Indeed, fome of the Chinefe in the in- 
terior parts of the country, were, with difficulty, made to come 
prehend the nature of fuch a character as a flave; and when 
I illuftrated the matter, by explaining the fituation of a Negro 
boy, called Benjamin, whom Sir George Staunton had pur- 
chafed at Batavia, they expreffed the ftrongeft marks of difguit 
and abhorrence. ‘This converfation took place at Jehol, in 
Tartary. But at Canton, where the communication with 
Europeans gives the merchants a knowledge of what is pafling 
in our quarter of the globe, poor Benjamin was the caufe of 
fome obfervations on his condition, that aftonifhed me when 
I heard, and will, I believe, furprife the reader when he perufes 
them. The boy being in a fhop with me in the fuburbs of 
Canton, fome people who had never before feen a black, were 
very curious in making inquiries concerning him ; when the 
merchant to whom the warehoufe belonged, expreffed his fur- 
prife, in broken Englid, that the Britifh nation fhould fuffer a 
raffic fo difgraceful to that humanity which they were fo ready 
to profefs: And on my informing him that our Parliament in- 
tended to abolifh it, he furprifed me with the following extra- 
ordinary antwer, which give in his own words :— Aye, ayc, 
black man, in Englifh country, have got one firft chop, good 
Mandarin Willforce, that have done much good for allau 
blackie man, much long time: Aljau man makie chin, chin 
hee, becaufe he have got more firft chop tink, than much 
Engliih merchant-men ; becaufe he merchant-man tinkee for 
catch moncy, uo tinkee for poor blackie man: Jofh, no like fo 
fathicn.” ‘The meaning of thefe expreffions is as follows ; 


“© Aye,in Logland, the black men have got an advocate and 
friend, (Mr. Wilberforce) who has for a confiderable time, 
been doing them fervice ; and ail good people, as well as the 
blacks, adore the characler ef a gentleman, whofe thoughts 
have been direcied to meliorate the condition of thofe men; 
and not like our Weit India planters, or merchants, who, for 
the love of gain, would prolong the : ilery of fo large a pore 
tion of his fellow-creatures as the African flaves. But God 
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That fome general knowledge of the politics of Europe 
may be obtained by the Mandarins and merchants in the port 
of Canton, might be naturally expected, from their continual 
communication with the natives of almoft every European 
country ; and as many of them underftand the European lan- 
guages, they may, perhaps, fometimes read the Gazettes that 
are publifhed in our quarter of the globe. But that the quef- 
tion of the flave trade, as agitated in the Britifh Parliament, 
fhould be known in the fuburbs of Canton, may furprife fome 
of my readers, as it aftonifhed me. Nor will it be unpleafing 
to Mr. Wilberforce to be informed, that, for the active zeal 
which he difplayed in behalf of the nations of Africa, in the 
fenate of the firft city of Europe, he fhould receive the eulo- 
gium of a Chinefe merchant beneath the walls of an Afiatic 
city. 
There are frequent feftivals in China, and we faw at Macao, 
the principal of them which celebrates the beginning of the 
new year. According to the Chinefe calendar, it commences 
on the fecond day of our month of February, and is obferved 
with great joy and gladnefs throughout the whole empire, and 
by an entire fufpention of all bufinefs. Of any religious ce- 
remonies that ufher in the dawn of the year, [ cannot {peak, as 
all the diftin€tions of the feafon which appeared to us, con- 
fifted of feafting by day, and fireworks by night. This fef- 
tival is prolonged, by thofe who can afford it, for feveral days : 
And they, whofe circumftances confine their joy to one day, 
take fo much of it, that they generally feel its effets on the 
next. 

Of the manner in which they keep or obferve their ordi- 
nary holidays, I fhall give the following account : 

In the firft place they purchale provifions according to their 
fituation and capacity, which are drefled, and placed before a 
{mall idol, fixed on an altar, with a curtain before it: And 
fuch an altar, in fome form or other, every Chinefe has in his 
habitation, whether it be on the land, or on the water, in a 
houfe, or a junk. This repaft, with bread and fruit, and 
taree {mall cups of wine, fpirits, and vinegar, are, after a threes 
fold obeifance from the people of the houfe to the idol, car 
ried to the front of their dwelling: There they kneel and pray, 
with great fervour, for feveral minutes; and after frequently 
beating their heads on the ground, they rife, and throw the con- 
tents of the three cups to the right and left of them. They 
then take a bundle of {mall pieces of gilt paper, which they 
fet on fire, and hold over the meat. That is fuccceded by 

4E2 ftrings 
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ftrings of {mall crackers, hanging to the end of acane, which 
are lighted and made to crack over the meat. ‘The repaft is 
then placed before the idol, or Jofh, as it is called, (a term 
which means a Deity) and after a repetition of obeifances, 
they conclude with a joyous dinner, exhilarated by plenty of 
fpirits, which are always boiled in {mall pewter or copper vef- 
fels before they, are taken. 

On the rftof March it is ufual, according to ancient cuf- 
tom, for dramatic pieces to be performed on {tages in the prin= 
cipal ftreet of the different towns throughout the empire, for 
the armufement of the poor people, who are not able to purchafe 
thofe pleafures. This beneficent act continues for a fucceflion 
of feveral days, at the expence of the Emperor ; fo that wep 
morning and evening, during this period, the lower clafles of 
his fubjects enjoy a favourite pleafure without coft, and blefs 
the hand that beftows it on them. 

Of the knowledge of medicine among the Chinefe I can 
fay no more, than that I was witnefs, in one inftance, to a {kil- 
ful application of it, in the cafe of John Stewart, a fervant of 
Captain Mackintofh, who, on our return from Jehol, had been 
feized with the dyfentery, which increafed fo much on the 
road, that at Waunchoyeng, there were no hopes entertained 
of his being able to leave that place. Whether it arofe from 
the defire of the patient, or was fuggefted by any perfon in the 
fuite, [ know not, but a Chinefe phyfician was called to his 
affiftance; when the man’s cafe was explained to him by 
Mr. Plumb, in the prefence of Sir George Staunton. The 
phyfician remained a confiderable time with his patient, and 
fent him a medicine, which removed the complaint, and re- 
ftored him to health. 

The people are, in general, of an healthy appearance: It is 
very rare, indeed, to fee perfons marked with the {mall pox; 
and, except in the fea ports of Macao and Canton, feveral of 
the diforders unfortunately fo frequent in Europe, are not 
known in China. 

The caxee is the only current coin in China : Any other 
fpecies of money is abfolutely forbidden, and is made of a 
white metal of about the fize of our farthing, with a {mall 
{quare hole driven through the middle, for the purpofe of runs 
ning them ona ftring, to be compofed into candereens and 
maces: But although | the term candereen and mace are em= 
ployed to certify a certain quantity of caxees, there are no 
coins in the country which bear that fpecific value ; fo that, 
in 
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in fa&, they are only imaginary denominations, like our 
pounds, &c. 

The comparative eftimation of the caxee with Britifh 
moncy cannot be afcertained with any degree of accuracy, as 
it bears no fterling value even in that country; every province 
having its particular cax¢e, which is not current in any other. 
In the province of Pekin a Spanith dollar will produce, in ex- 
change, from 500 to 580 argue. according to the weight of 
the dollar, which the Chinefe prove by a fall tteel- ~yard like 
our’s in England; though they fometimes employ fcales. In 
the province of Hoan z-tchew the dollar cbtains from 700 to 
750 caxces; in other places it will find a itill more various 
exchange. 

I cannot conclude, without paying a tribute of refpectful 
veneration to the great and illuftrious, the wife and beneficent 
Sovereign of China; who, in a long reign of near 60 years, 
has, by the genera] voice of his peopicy never ceafed to watch 
over and increafe thcis happinels and profperity. Of the mane 
ner in which he adminifters justice, and gives protection to the 
meaneft of his fubjects, the fellowing anecdote, which I heard 
frequently in the country, is an affecting example : 

A merchant of the city of Nankin had, with equal induftry 
and integrity, acquired a confiderable fortune, which awakened 
the rapacious fpirit of the Viceroy of that province: On the 
pretence, therefore, of its being too rapidly accumulated, he 
gave fome intimations of his defign to make a feizure of it, 
The merchant, who had a numerous family, hoped to baffle 
the oppreffive avarice that menaced him, by dividing his pof- 
feffions among his children, and depending upon them for fup- 
port. 
But the fpirit of injuftice, when ftrengthened by power, is 
not eafily thwarted in its defigns; the Viceroy, therefore, fent 
the children to the army; feized on their property, and left the 
father to beg his bread. His tears and humt le petitions were 
fruitlefs ; tue tyrannical officers, this vile Vicegerent of a be- 
neficent Sovereign, difdained to beftow the {mal left relief on 
the man he had reduced to ruin; fo that, exafperated by the 
oppreffion of the Miniter, the merchant, at length, determined 
to throw himfelf at the feet of the Sovereign, to obtain redrefs, 
or die in his prefence. 

With this defign he*begged his way to Pekin; and, having 
furmounted all the difficulties of a long and painful journey, he 
at length arrived at the imperial a i and, having pre= 


pared a petition that contained a faithful flatement of his i injue 
ries, 
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ries, he waited with patience in an outer court till the Empe- 
ror fhould pafs to attend the council. But the poverty of his 
appearance had almoft fruftrated his hopes: And the attendant 
Mandarins were about to chaftife his intrufion, when the at- 
tention of the Emperor was attracted by the buftle which the 
poor man’s refiftance occafioned: At this moment he held 
forth a paper, which his Imperial Majefty ordered to be brought 
to his palanquin ; and, having perufed its contents, commanded 
the petitioner to follow him. 

It fo happened, that the Viceroy of Nankin was attending 
his annua! duty in the council: The Emperor, therefore, 
charged him with the crime ftated in the poor man’s petition, 
and commanded him to make his defence: But, conicious of 
his guilt, and amazed at the unexpected difcovery, his agita- 
tions, his looks, and his filence, condemned him. The Em- 
peror then addreffed the aflembled council on the fubje& of the 
Viceroy’s crime, and concluded his harangue with ordering the 
head of his tyrannical officer to be inftantly brought him on 
the point of a fabre. The command was obeyed; and while 
the poor old man was wondering on his knees at the extraordi- 
nary event of the moment, the Emperor addreffed him in the 
following manner: * Look,” faid he, “ on the awful bleed- 
ing example before you, and as I now appoint you his fuccef- 
for, and name you Viceroy of the province of Nankin, let his 
fate inftru& you to fulfi) the duties of your high and important 
office with juftice and moderation.” 





Monthly Agricultural Report for May. 


HE appearance of the growing wheats throughout the 

kingdom is not fuch as to promife an abundant crop on 
the average. They are generally thin even on the beft corn 
Jands, having died away at the beginning of the month, in the 
moft regular plants, from the roots being left too much expofed 
by the continued feverity of the winter: The ftock remaining 
is recovered to a good colour, has branched well, and will, 
no doubt, prove productive—the harveft muft certainly bea 
Jate one. The ryes, though not bulky, bid fair for fetting 
well.—The cole feeds are every where thin, and not expected 
to rife to more than half a crop.—The barleys, which were fee 
verely checked by the late cold winds, are much improved 
from the genial fhowers, and promife well.—T he oats are like= 
wife mended, but, in many diftriéts, particularly in Cambridgee 
9 fhire 
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and Lincolnthire, they will come in two crops.—Peafe look 
kindly on tender lands—but the beans have generally failed, 
particularly on cold, heavy foils, where they fuffered much by 
the late fharp frofty nights—In the Weft of England their 
foft corn has been much benefited by earlier fhowers. The 
young clovers have planted well, and look healthy, on foils in 
good cultivation, The grafies are bottoming kindly fince the 
rains, in the home diftri€ts, and now promife more than half a 
crop, where they did not expecta mow. The hop plantations 
in Kent and Suflex, were in a bad ftate from the fudden in- 
creale of the fly at the clofe of the month: The market rofe 
rapidly in confequence: How far they may have benefited from 
the late tempefts will foon be known.—The wool market is 
on the ftart; the prefent prices are, 


Fine Welch, 14d, per Ib. 
South Down, 13 
Norfolk, 12 
Wett Country, 9 
Long Wool, 6% 


Smithfield is ftill but fcantily fupplied with every kind of meat. 
For one or two market days, indeed, the jobbers poured in great 
fupplies in the extreme heat of the weather, by which they fuf- 
fered fevercly themfelves, and only gave a momentary benefit 
to the publick :—-Good beef and mutton are worth 4s. 6d. per 
ftone, Lamb is fomething lower, but ftill dear. Veal is the 
moft reafonable article—Lean ftock of all kinds are very 
{carce, and high priced, 





Curious Particulars refpeéting the Life of Queen Mary. 


T appears, by the * Account of the Death of Queen 
Mary, written by a Minifter of State,” that a letter of 
her’s to King William, difluading him from continuing to 
keep a Mrs. Villers as his miftrefs, was found in her ftrong 
box, to be delivered to her hufband when fhe was dead. The 
character of Queen Mary, written by Bifhop Burnet, contains 
a delineation of every female virtue, and of every female 
grace. He makes her fay, that fhe looked upon idlenefs as the 
great corrupter of human nature, and believed, that if the 
mind had no employment given it, it would create fome of the 
worit to itfelf ; and fhe thought, that any thing that mighe 
amufe and divert, without leaving a dreg and impreffion be= 
hind it, ought to fill up thofe vacant hours that were not 
claimed 



















































496 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


claimed by devotion or bufinefs. “ When her eyes,” fays Bi- 
fhop Burnet, ‘* were endangered by reading too much, the found 
eut the amufement of work; and in all thofe hours that were 
hot given to better employments, fhe wrought with her own 
hands, and that fometimes with fo conftant a diligence, as if 
fhe had been to earn her bread by it. Her example foon 
wrought on not only thofe that belonged to her, but the whole 
town, to follow it, fo that it was become as much the fafhion to 
work, as it had been to be idle.” 

Dr. Johnfon, with his ufual acutenefs of remark and 
ftrength of language, fays in one of the papers of his Ram- 
bler, * I have always admired the wifdom of thofe by whom 
our female education was inftituted, for having contrived that 
every woman, of whatever condition, fhould be taught fome 
arts of manufacture, by which the vacuities of reclufe and 
domefttic life may be filled up» Whenever (adds he,) chance 
brings within my obfervation a knot of young ladies bufy at 
their need]es, I confider myfelf asin the fchool of virtue; and 
though I have no extraordinary {kill in plain-work or embroi- 
dery, I look upon their operations with as much [atistaétion as 
their governefs, becaufe I regard them as providing a fecurity 
againft the moft dangerous infnarers of ‘the foul, by enabling 
themfelves to exclude idlenefs from their folitary moments ; 
and with idlenefs, her attendant train of paffions, fancies, chi- 
meras, fears, forrows, and defires, Ovid and Cervantes will 
inform them, that love has no power but over thofe whom he 
catches unemployed ; and Heétor, in the Iliad, when he fees 
Andromache overwhelmed with terror, fends her for confo- 
lation to the loom and the diftaff.” 

King William has been fuppofed not to have been a very 
kind and tender hufband to his excellent Queen. He was, 
however, much affected by her death, and faid, “ fhe had 
never once given him any reafon to be difpleafed with her, 
during the courfe of their marriage.” fter his death, a 
locket, containing fome hair of Queen Mary, was found 
hanging near his heart. 





A REFLECTION. 
ewe of pride fufficient to remind us of what we owe 


to ourfelves, and fenfibility enough to prevent our forgete 
ing what we owe to others, will produce much of what is 
called virtue in modern times. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


HE Duke of Parma, who had for a tutor one of the 
moft enlightened philofophers of the age, the Abbe Can- 
dillac, has profited only from the leffons of the old women 
that furrounded him in the nurfery, and he is as grofsly fuper- 
ftitious asa nun, He lives,as muchas depends upon himéelf, 
the life of a monk. He has adopted the Dominican order, of 
which he has taken the vows, regularly performs the offices, 
and, in private, wears the habit. He makes every year a pil- 
grimage to fome fanCtuary celebrated for its miracles. He has 
vifited the Holy Houfe of Loretto; and he has been feveral 
times at Camerino, to vifit the body of a native faint of Parma. 
This year he has refolved togoin pitgrimage to Our Lady 
of the Crown, near the Lake of Gardia, in thé ftate of Ve- 
nice. That this pilgrimage may be more meritorious, he tra- 
vels afoot; and he, ao doubt, adopts the coftume of the pil- 
grim; which confifts in a large grey gown, a long ftaff, a 
flouched hat, ftuck over with {mall figures of faints in tin, a 
crucifix at his breaft, &c. The Royal Pilgrim will be followed 
by his Court, who, not having the fame devotion, nor the fame 
perfeverance, or who know that the moft artful flattery confifts 
in affecting to. be unequal to thé toils which his Highnefs un- 
dergoes, will accompany him in carriages. 








Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetfrire, to Furze Stub’s Anagram, inferted 
March 16. 


HAT ought to grace the prying fage, 
I have it here difclos’d; 
*Tis UNDERSTANDING, now the fame, 
You fay muft be tranfpos’d. 


Tranfpofe it then, four words we havey 
Brought forth unto our view; 

The liquor GIN it firft will fhew, 
Then RED, a colour true. 


Again tranfpofe for to reveal, 
What yet in myftery ftands 5 
NUTS are the fruit ie will impart, 
With the conjunétion AND. ’ 
*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
of Dean Prior; and J, Turner, of Langport. 
Vou XXV,. 645, 4F dnfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Richard Meager, of Meadras, to N. Haly’s pnt 
inferted March 16. 


Wr I had found the initials right, 
A PHEASANT came into my fight. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from J. Bodkin, of 
Hethftock; P. of Dorfet; J. Turner, of Langport; and 
W. Gore, ‘of Taunton. 





4 REBUS, by Fuventus. 


AS King my firft will fhow; 
Select a fruit, my next you’ll know 3 
A fon of Jove, made judge of Hell; 

A town in Hants my laft will tell. 


Cement the initials you’ll difplay, 
A bird that fings at break of day. 





4 CHARADE, by 7. K. of Langport. 


| es my firft take three-fifths of a fpeech; 
My fecond, ye bards, is a {nares 
When my firft and my fecond’s united, 

A fweet finging bird will appear. 













4 CHARADE, by F. Turner, of Langport. 
yt gents. of Goadby’s pleafing page, 


Select unto your view, 
The plural of a bird of. prey, 
Which makes the poultry rue. 


Now, Sirs, my fecond to complete, 
Pray anfwer what I atk ; 

Seleét a well-known meafure then, 
And you have done the tafk. 


Both parts if you with care (ele&, 
A plant of note you’ll then detec. 
POETRY. 
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ODE for his MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAY, 1795. 


By Henry James Pre, E£/y. Poet-Laureat. 


Ne from the trumpet’s brazen throat, 
Be now the martial meafure blown; 


Mild concord breathes a fofter note, 
To greet a triumph all her own: 

Wafted on pleafure’s downy wings, 

A nearer joy than conqueft brings, 


Now foothes the Royal Parent’s breaft ; 


By rofy wreaths of Hymen bound, 
A nation’s fervent vows are turn’d, 
A much lov’d fon is bleft. 


While crowds on this returning morn 
Their willing homage pay, 


And fhouts of heartfelt gladnefs born, 


O’ercome the mufe’s lay ; 
Amid the Pzan’s choral found, 


While dying faétion’s fhrieks are drown’d, 


O Sovereign of a people’s choice! 

Hear in that people’s general voice, 
The noblet 

Their fureft guard thy patriot-zeal, 


praife that waits a throne ; 


Thy public care, their itrength they feel, 


Thy happinefs their own. 


O Royal Youth! a King’s, a parent's pride, 
A nation’s future hope !—again the tongue 
That join’d the choir, what time by Ifis’ fide 
Her tuneful fons thy birth aufpicious fung, 
Now hails, fulfill’d by Hymen’s hallow’d flame, 
The warmett with affeétion’s voice could frame 5; 
For fay, can fame, caa fortune know, 


Such genuine raptures to beftow, 


As from the {miles of wedded love arife, 


Ne’er may the rapid hours that wing 


When heavenly virtue beams from blufhing beauty’s eyes? 


O’er time’s unbounded field cheir ceatelefs flight, 


To grateful Britain’s Monarch bring 
A tribute of ljefs puredelight: _ 
Ne’er may the fong of duty foothe his ear, 


With ftrains of weaker joy, or tran{ports lefs fincere. 


ADDRESS 
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ADDRESS to SUMMER.—2y Mifs A. M. PORTER. 


Bey ee blue-ey’d daughter of the bright-hair’d fun! 
And with fleet footfteps chafe the loitering Spring 


Acrofs the wide fields of the radiant fky ; 
Come in thy varied robe of ruffet green, 
‘Thy naked bofom fwelling on the air, 
To catch acooling kifs from love-kifs gales ; 
Thy fluth’d cheek thaded by a lucid veil 
Form’d of fuch clouds as on the blue vault float, 
When with a defpot’s itate, hot noon-day reigns : 
Thy rofy lips breathing all Hybla’s balm, 
And fhining in the beaming light of day ; 
Thine eyes of living fire, diffolving clos’d 
In foft voluptuous languifhment, and each 
Cerulean orb, fwimming in brilliant dew ; 
While o’er thy bloomy neck, and thoulders bare, 
Wild fly thy trefles clad in radiant gold ! 
Come, with thy graceful form all loofe array’d 
In robes more fine than dark Arachne’s woof, 
Or filmy goflamer, or filken flower ! 
Come, and with all thy bafhful-blathing beams, 
Weave the rich mantleof refplendent June! 
Unfold the glowing bloffoms of the rofe, 
And caft the woodbine’s rich ambrofia round! 
Wake all the air to melody, and fhed 
Thro’ ev'ry bower, romantic dell or glade, 
The mufky balm, the nectar of thy breath ; 
Ah, in thy reign, how {weet the breezy wood, 
The fhady bank dew-dropping, and the found 
Of bickering waters, and of foft cafcades ! 
How {weet the wild thyme on the boundlefs downs, 
And drowfy humming of the woodland bee ! 
How {weet the evening walk beneath the lime, 
The beech umbrageous, a: d the poplar pale, 
To tafte the humid honey of the flowers ; 
‘To cacch the tanning of the weit wind’s wing, 
To view bright Venus ope her filver eye, 
And glimmer thro’ the foliage of the trees! 
Ye often tailed pleatures! How my foul 
Beats, burns, and trembles for thofe joys again— 
Oh! hatte then, lovely feafon, fpeed the hours, 
Which on the laughing Spring attendant wait, 
And ro!l o’er radiant clouds thy blazing car!— 
But, oh! if in thy train thou doft not bring 
"Thofe who before gave-all yon profpect’s charms, 
Lent tragrance to the fhrubs, and cloth’d the earth 
In one wide biuth ot fweetly mingling hues, 
Then come not near mé, but in pilgrim’s weeds, 
Quench all the bloom that gilds thy virgin cheek, 
Aad turn its warm.tints to a paler dye; 
Be pale and joyleis, hide thy funny eyes 
In tears dejected, and with leaden foot, 
Slow: tread the cheerle/s earth: I want no flowersy 
No cooling breezes, nor no evening walks, 
If thofe I love fhare not the biifs with me! 
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